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Remembering Ar-Ragib, The Observer
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Dearest brothers and sisters,

Let us continue our efforts to elevate our taqwa and faith in
Allah (s.w.t.) by obeying all His commands and by abstaining
from all His prohibitions. May Allah (s.w.t.) grant us His

guidance and love.
Brothers and sisters,

As believers, we believe that Allah (s.w.t.) is the creator and Lord of
the universe. Everything that happens in our lives — the good and the

bad — happens by His will and power.



He is the One who created every being on this earth and perfected its
creation. He is All-Knowing and All-Seeing. He is the One to whom

belongs the best names.

Allah (s.w.t.) says in surah al-Hasyr verse 24
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Which means: “He is Allah, the Creator, the Producer, the
Fashioner; to Him belong the best names. Whatever is in the heavens

and earth is exalting Him. And He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise.”

The Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.) also mentioned: “Allah has
ninety-nine Names, one-hundred less one; and he who memorized
them all by heart will enter Paradise.” (Hadith narrated by Imam

Al-Bukhari)

Therefore, this month’s sermons seek to explore some of His names
so that we may take lessons from them, in the hope that we may

attain His mercy in this world and the hereafter.

Let us begin by reflecting upon one of Allah’s noble names, Ar-Raqib

(The Observer). He says in Surah Al-Maidah verse 117:



Meaning: “I did not say to them except what You commanded me - to
worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord. And | was a witness over them
as long as | was among them; but when You took me up, You were

the Observer over them, and You are, over all things, Witness.”
Brothers and sisters,

Reflecting upon Allah’s name, Ar-Raqib, evokes within us two things.
The first is that it lends a believer motivation, strength, and
perseverance despite the challenges he faces. He realises that Allah
(s.w.t.) is watching over him at all times, and that there must be a
wisdom behind everything that he goes through that might not be

immediately comprehensible.

Secondly, getting to know Allah as The Observer should evoke in our
hearts taqwa, or god-consciousness. How could it not, when we

know He is watching us 24 hours a day?

However, the truth is that we often forget that Allah is watching us,
and we act and speak as if He is not aware of our actions. There is no
place in the universe where we can hide or conceal our deeds from
Allah. Therefore, it is absolutely critical that we as believers instil in
our hearts a sense of Muraqgabatullah — the awareness of Allah’s

surveillance over every deed, be it public or private.

Allow me to share 2 simple ways to strengthen our conviction in His

attributes.



Firstly: By doing more Zikr (remembrance of Allah).

There are many benefits to doing zikr. It not only keeps our hearts
attached to Allah (s.w.t.) at all times, but also brings us peace. In
addition to that, constant zikr with full conviction fosters tagwa

within oneself.

Secondly: Surround ourselves with friends who inspire us to be

closer to Allah.

The importance of choosing the right companionship cannot be
understated, as our character is closely tied to that of the people
with whom we associate. If the people around us are good people

who remind us of Allah, we would be motivated to be like them.

Let us remember the Prophet’s advice to us in a hadith, which
means: “A man is on the religion of his friend; so each one of you
should consider whom he makes his friend.” (Hadith narrated by

Imam Abu Dawud).

A good friend is one who grounds himself in that which is truly good,
adheres to the teachings of Islam and follows the commands of Allah
(s.w.t.) and His Prophet, as opposed to the one who is only outwardly

pious, but whose understanding of religion is skewed.



May Allah (s.w.t.) steer our hearts towards His remembrance, and

may He grant us paradise in the hereafter. Amin Ya Rabbal ‘Alamin.
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